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Renew your
NASA membership!

Click here to 
renew your NASA 

membership online.

2014-15 NASA Elections
Let's start off this newsletter with a bit of info about our 

ongoing elections. By now, you will have received a ballot in 
the mail for electing the 2014-15 NASA officers, as well as a 
proposed change in the by-laws to allow for electronic voting.

If you haven't already voted, please don't hesitate to make your 
choices and send in your ballot today.

Scale Event Calendar
TOP GUN

April 30-May 4, 2014 – Lakeland, Florida
http://www.franktiano.com/TopGunFrameset.htm

MINT JULEP
June 6-8, 2014 – Rosewood Indiana

http://www.sircm.com/Mint-Julep.html

BRODAK FLY-IN
June 10-14, 2014 – Carmichaels, Pennsylvania

http://brodak.com

AMA NATIONAL SCALE CHAMPIONSHIPS
July 11-13, 2014 – Muncie, Indiana

http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/nats.aspx

EAA AIRVENTURE
July 28 - August 3, 2014 –Oshkosh, Wisconsin

http://www.airventure.org/

HOOSIER SCALE CLASSIC
August 2-3, 2014 –Seymour, Indiana

http://www.siferc.com

FCM AT AMA
August 23-24, 2014 – Muncie, Indiana

fcm95@comcast.net

NASA SCALE CLASSIC
October 3-5 – Muncie, Indiana

http://www.nasascale.org/calendar/nasascaleclassic.htm

All of the nominees for NASA board positions were asked to write a bit about themselves, to 
help you be better informed when voting. Please visit the NASA website, or click here for a link to 
these campaign statements. The page is rather long, so you will have to do a bit of scrolling to see 
it all.

Thank you for taking to the time to vote and to guide NASA for the next 2 years. The results of 
this election will be revealed on the NASA website by 1/1/2014, as well as in the January/February 
2014 issue of the Replica. All ballots must be received by 12/31/2013.

www.NASAscale.org
mailto:mabarbee@aol.com
mailto:c103iflyrc@att.net
mailto:robertlirette@ymail.com
mailto:mark@airbornemedia.com
http://www.nasascale.org/join.htm
http://www.franktiano.com/TopGunFrameset.htm
http://www.sircm.com/Mint-Julep.html
http://brodak.com
http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/nats.aspx
http://www.airventure.org
http://www.siferc.com
mailto:fcm95@comcast.net
http://www.nasascale.org/calendar/nasascaleclassic.htm
http://www.nasascale.org/2014-nom-bios.htm
http://www.nasascale.org/2014-nom-bios.htm


Page 2	 Scale Modelers Helping Scale Modelers.	 Replica

Since our President has missed yet another deadline to submit 
his Replica notes, I'm going to take over his space with a few 
things that are happening in NASA.

First, I'd like to welcome a new member to the Replica staff, 
Fred Cronenwett. Fred is a columnist with my magazine, Model 
Aviation and has volunteered to help with a few articles each 
year. He'll be covering all things control-line and you'll see his 
first submission on the next page.

Flickr account update
I've started receiving photos featuring member's projects and 

have posted them online. Two are a bit self-serving as I used two 
of my own builds as tests to sort out any problems, but the other 
two are quite something. David Ribbe was quite generous with 
lots of build photos of this MiG-15 that he placed 6th with at the 
recent World Jet Masters.

• MiG-15 by David Ribbe - click here.
• Douglas C-133, by George Maiorana - click here.
• Howard DGA-6 by Mark Lanterman - click here.
• J-3 Piper Cub by Mark Lanterman - click here.

We'd love to feature your scale builds as well. Gather your 
photos and a couple notes on the model - then send them to 
me - mark@airbornemedia.com and I'll get those posted in their 
own set.

To see all of NASA's photo collection, including pictures from 
the recent Horizon Indoor event, please click here.

On a different note
I've been working with other NASA board members to put 

together a new NASA fall scale contest. I'm actually quite 
excited about it as it will be a bit of a departure from the typical 
contest.

We are finalizing the details, and I hope to have much more in 
the next Replica. However, I think I'm safe in giving a few details  
that are fairly safe right 
now.

•	 The event will be 
called the NASA 
Scale Classic.

•	 It will be held at 
the AMA site in 
Muncie, Indiana.

•	 The date is   
October 3-5th.

There's quite a bit more to this event that has yet to be 
finalized, so look for more in the next Replica and on the NASA 
website.

Mark Lanterman
mark@airbornemedia.com

Editor's Notes NASA Airplane Raffle

Click here to buy your 
raffle tickets online!

To raise funds to help with the expense of the Scale Nats 
operations, allow us to introduce the next NASA raffle aiplane - 
a Robart P-47 D ARF.

To see the raffle P-47's progress, visit NASA's Flickr site by 
clicking here.

Once again, Dick Petit is 
donating his time and skill to 
assemble the airplane for us. 
Dick is also instrumental in 
getting several other companies 
to donate items needed to 
complete the process. When 
finished, the aircraft will be ready 
to fly and the will have been test 
run and adjusted. The aircraft 
is eligible to enter in fun scale 
competitions with the appropriate 
photo and any giant scale fun-flys 
(IMAA). 

Tickets are $5.00 each, 3 for 
$10.00 or 7 for $20.00 and can 
be purchased through the NASA 
website using PayPal. We can 
also send any number of tickets 
to those willing to sell them. The 
drawing will be held Saturday 
night at the Scale Banquet at the 
2014 Scale.

Please everyone, help sell 
tickets and support NASA in our 
quest to make the Scale Nats 
better than ever.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/99965155@N02/sets/72157636402485263/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/99965155@N02/sets/72157635462835745/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/99965155@N02/sets/72157635406250273/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/99965155@N02/sets/72157635406027933/
mailto:mark@airbornemedia.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/99965155@N02/
mailto:mark@airbornemedia.com
http://www.nasascale.org/raffle.htm
http://www.flickr.com/photos/99965155@N02/sets/72157635184182675/
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to the ground. There are also other flight options listed in the 
rulebook. 

Scale also allows for aerobatic options like wingover, loops 
and inverted flight. If you use one of these options make sure 
the full size aircraft was capable to doing the option. Your model 
might be able to perform a loop but if the full size was not 

capable then it should not 
be considered. If you are 
flying an Extra 300 then 
calling out inverted flight 
and a loop is acceptable. 
If you are flying a B-29 
callout out a outside 

loop is not acceptable.
When you decide to go a contest pick the 
options ahead of time so that you can practice 
and fill out a score sheet. On the NASA 
website there are blank forms that you can 
print out, or use the “Intelligent” form to use 

your computer and you are ready to go. The 
“Intelligent” forms with the options listed and your data saves 
lots of time when you get to a contest. Land softly and good 
luck!

Fred Cronenwett
 clscale@rocketmail.com

C/L Scale is one of those events where the flight portion can 
be confusing because everyone’s flight pattern is completely 
different. People build different models from WWI Biplanes 
to modern jets, civilian and aerobatic aircraft. The options 
allow the pilot to demonstrate the features of the aircraft such 
as Multi-engine, flaps, retracts, smoke, bomb drop and even 
inverted flight. But since we are flying scale we need to pick 
options that the real aircraft was capable of doing. It is not 
uncommon for pilots new to the event to be confused on what 
to pick for the flight options. Other 
events such as C/L 
aerobatics do the same 
items and in the same 
order regardless of what 
model you are flying.

There are 10 items 
on the C/L scale flight 
judging sheet, the first two 
are takeoff and 10 level laps. 
Then you do your 6 options and 
then land. Realism is one of the 10 items and it is judged from 
takeoff to the landing. If you were flying a Piper Cub and were 
flying it like an F-18 fighter jet you might not get a good realism 
score because how it was flown. It is worth understanding how 
the full size aircraft was flown so that you can duplicate it with 
your model. Try to find video of your aircraft in action so that 
you can match the flight envelope.

Throttle control is one of the options that most pilots pick. 
This option is judged from the time you start your engine to 
the end of the flight when you shut down your engine. To get 
maximum points you want to operate the throttle like the full 
size aircraft and be able to shut down the engine from the 
handle. You also want to be able to bring the engine to a full 
idle and be able to bring the model to a full stop with the 
engine at idle after you land. When you set up our throttle 
control system take the time to make sure you can perform all of 
these items.

Some options are mechanical items that moved on the full size 
aircraft such as flaps, retracts and other items. Another example 
could be the canopy on a P-51 Mustang that slides open and 
close, and the radiator door on the bottom of the fuselage. You 
need to be able to prove that the option you have picked was 
done on the full size aircraft to be a valid option. Retracts count 
as two options, so you would list “Extend Gear” has one option 
and then “Retract Gear” as another option.

There are also flight options, these include taxi, touch and go 
and overshoot. Taxi is sometimes done after you land, so ask the 
contest CD if the taxi is done before takeoff or after landing. 
Touch and go is another popular option and the big question 
here is what happens with the tailwheel. Ask the CD at the 
contest if the tailwheel is suppose to touch the ground during 
the touch and go or if you just roll on the main gear a short 
distance. Touch and Go counts as two options so put “Touch” as 
one option and “Go” as another option. Overshoot is where you 
are starting to land but throttle up and climb when you get close 

C/L Scale – Options which ones do you pick?

Call Toll Free: 888-829-4060
7414 Burton Drive, Liberty Twp, OH 45044

• Each Aero-Pac is devoted to a 
single airframe.

• The documentation comes on a cd-rom 
and is viewable in any modern Mac/
Windows web browser.

• Includes walk-around, exterior           
& interior details, enhanced close-ups, 
and 3-views and more!

• All wording (n-numbers, 
nomenclature, etc.) are shot close-up 
and head-on for easier duplication.

• Compatible with Mac and Windows 
computer systems.

Scale Documentation
for the Digital Age.

How Do They Work?
Click here to find out.

Click here to see all of our Aero-Pacs 
online at AirborneMedia.com

All Aero-Pac’s are $15.95 using our digital download option.
(Also available for $19.95 for a cd-rom version - Call for details.)

www.NASAscale.org
mailto:clscale@rocketmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdx790ExArA
http://www.airbornemedia.com/store/aeropacs.htm
http://www.AirborneMedia.com
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Wow, it's been a busy year in the Scale World we live in. 
There has been an abundant amount of scale activity around 
the country; from Top Gun Invitational in Florida, to the Scale 
Nationals in Muncie, to the U.S. Scale Masters in California.

But these were just the major contests – and not the majority 
of “scale” activity in the USA. The same thing is happening 
on an international basis also. Less 
and less modelers are competing in 
scale competition each year it seems. 
Sometimes there is an uptick which 
we saw this year, but the over all 
trend has been less. 

Gee I hope I'm proven wrong but 
we in my humble opinion need to 
do whatever we can to “infect” (if 
you will) others into scale modeling 
and competition. How to do this? 
Mmmmmm - have more competitions 
which are well organized, or we 
could increase the current number of 
classes in scale competition, or we 
could refine the ones we currently 
have with the help of the AMA Scale 
Contest Board. This probably needs 
to be done for both R/C and C/L 
scale classes. 

How to start? Well if NASA has 
a committee to help steer and help 
the Scale Contest Board we could 
help to change some of the classes. 
Fun Scale for instance needs a name 
change! This, if you didn't know, 
is replacing Sportsman class at 
contests around the country. Why? 
Well we aren't growing builders like 
we were guys and gals. But we still 
need to have a class like Sportsman 
that could get modeler’s feet wet in 
static competition; like oh, say, Open 
Scale. While we are at it, have Open 
Scale Pro and Open Scale Am for 
those who are just starting. Why on 
earth would we want to do that? Well 
scale contests generally have a lot of 
administrative types associated with 
the events due to all of the judging. 
Having modelers with multiple 
entries helps to off-set expenses so 
the host club can at least break even 
with expenses. 

These type of events also draw new 
and younger modelers into the fold. 
Take a look at the white hair out 
there guys. There are more of us than 
any other.

On the FAI scene, we have dropped out due to a seeming lack 
of interest in this competition. Why are we not competitive? 
One reason is that over the years we have been told that FAI 
Scale is the “boogie man” of scale competition by so many 
“knowledgeable” modelers. It isn't that bad, but what FAI 
Scale could be called Museum Scale, as the models which are 

competitive are all scratch built 
creations. I don't mean built from 
plans, or someone's kit and modified, 
but scratch built from sheets of 
wood, metal, aluminum, fabric, 
paint, bolts and glue and a lot of 
work. Take a look at the models on 
the NASA Flickr pages from World 
Championships.

Transportation expenses in FAI 
Scale are extreme. One modeler from 
Australia (their single entry) paid 
almost $7,000 to transport his model 
to the last World Championships. 
So this is a real concern for anyone 
interested.

But now (when the rules come out 
next spring) FAI has a international 
sport scale class which is flying the 
same flight schedule but relaxed 
static rules. It will be interesting to 
see what this does for international 
competition. I truly hope it helps 
as most of the international 
competitions have cut back on the 
number of non-European countries 
who participate in recent years. 
Mmmm - sort of sounds like the 
same problem we've seen here.

But 2014 is coming up soon, very 
soon. Plans are being made and 
vacations are being scheduled now 
for future competitions. Models are 
being built and its a season to ask 
Santa for that special engine, model, 
or huge box of wood for the shop 
again. So make plans to attend a 
competition near you or far away and 
just build something!

Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year! Who will be first out of the 
house on New Year's Day flying a 
scale model? Will it be you? Hope 
so! And bring a friend!

Fair Skies & Tail Winds,
Stan Alexander

onawing4602@att.net

12 Inches to the Foot

A few examples of the FAI "Museum Scale" quality. More photos can be 
found on NASA's Flickr page - click here.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/99965155@N02/sets/
mailto:onawing4602@att.net
http://www.flickr.com/photos/99965155@N02/sets/
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www.NasaScale.org
NASA News and

Information on the 
Internet

If you have internet access, you owe 
it to yourself to visit NASA's web 
site - www.nasascale.org. The NASA 
site was designed from the start to 
be the only place you need to go to 
find out everything that's happening 
in the world of scale aeromodelling 
- whether it's here on the National 
front, or on the International front - 
the domain of the FAI.

Competition Docs/Forms
This is one of the more exciting features of the web-site. 

We have all the competition forms and documents for scale 
competition online in pdf form. Not only are the documents 
up-to-date, but we now have two versions of each.

One is the regular pdf that we invite contest directors to 
download and printout for use in their contests.

The second (and more exciting) version of the form is the 
“intelligent” form. Using this version and an up-to-date version 
of Adobe's Acrobat Reader, you can fill out all your information 
using your computer, then pre-print copies to take to your next 
scale event: information about yourself, your plane and your 
maneuvers/options. All AMA rule book maneuvers/options (as 
spelled out in the current AMA rule book) can be selected from 
pull-down menus; right on the .pdf. Imagine not having to spend 
time at your next contest filling out forms!
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Radio-Control Flight Score SheetUse for #516 F4C R/C Scale Events

N A T I O N A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  S C A L E  A E R O M O D E L E R S  –  w w w . n a s a s c a l e . o r g

Contestant Name: _______________________________________________________   Contestant Number:  ______________

Aircraft: ___________________________________________   Weight of the Model: __________   Flight Number:  _________

Aircraft Cruise/Maximum speed (level fl ight):  ____________________    Check one:   ■ Aerobatic        Aerobatic       ■ Non-Aerobatic Non-Aerobatic

Flight Plan
Note to Contestant: Please fi ll your fi ve optional manuevers and/or scale operations below.

Time Limits: The competitor will be allowed 17 minutes to complete this fl ight.
Multi-engine: add 1 minute per additional engine.Note to Judges: 1/2 points are allowed for scoring.

Judge’s Initials: _______________

Manuever 
Raw Score Factor Score Comments

1. Take Off 

 ___________ x 9 =  _______  _____________________________

2. Straight Flight 
 ___________ x 3 =  _______  _____________________________

3. Figure Eight 
 ___________ x 9 =  _______  _____________________________

4. Descending 360° Circle 
 ___________ x 9 =  _______  _____________________________

5. Option 1:  __________________________________  ___________ x 6 =  _______  _____________________________

6. Option 2:  __________________________________  ___________ x 6 =  _______  _____________________________

7. Option 3:  __________________________________  ___________ x 6 =  _______  _____________________________

8. Option 4:  __________________________________  ___________ x 6 =  _______  _____________________________

9. Option 5:  __________________________________  ___________ x 6 =  _______  _____________________________

10. Approach in Rectangular Circuit / Landing  ___________ x 12 =  _______  _____________________________

Realism in Flight
 A.: Engine Sound (realistic tone & tuning)  ___________ x 3 =  _______  _____________________________

 B.: Speed of the Model 
 ___________ x 7 =  _______  _____________________________

 C.: Smoothness of Flight 
 ___________ x 6 =  _______  _____________________________

 D: Choice of options 
 ___________ x 12 =  _______  _____________________________

   

        

   

        TOTAL SCORE  _______

updated 2/05

USA Scale 
Team

Selection:

_______________

F4C - FLIGHT

 x 

 x 

 x 

 x 

 x 

 x 

 x 

 x 

 x 

 x 

 x 

 x 

 x 

 x 

Low wing airplanes were 
designed by the very devil 
himself...birds were designed 
by God and he created them 

with high wings.
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Gee Bee Model D Sportster 3-View
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Gee Bee Senior Sportster 3-View

www.NASAscale.org


Join NASA Today! Complete the following application (please print) and mail it to 
Bob Lirette, Secretary/Treasurer NASA, W162 N9440 Blackfoot Dr., Menomonee Falls, WI 53051

Membership dues are $20.00 yearly (newsletters sent to foreign members sent by e-mail,                               
or $25.00 foreign with newsletters set by post.)

Make checks or money orders payable to: National Association of Scale Aeromodelers.

Name:_____________________________________________________________    ■  New    ■  Renewal    ■  Address Change

Address:_ _________________________________________________________________________________________  

City:__________________________________ State:____________ Zip:__________  Country:________________________

 Tel:_____-_____-________ E-mail: _________________________________ AMA # ___________  NASA #_____________

Area of Interest:   ■  Free Flight    ■  Control Line    ■  Radio Control    ■  Giant    ■  Sailplane    ■  Electric

■	 CHECK HERE if you do NOT want your name and address included in a directory to be distributed to NASA members. NASA will not sell this directory to anyone.

IN THIS ISSUE:
• Renew your NASA membership today!

• The Latest In Scale News! • Gee Bee Sportster 3-Views
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